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[June 15, 1944.

I MUST express my sincere gratitude for the extremely kind terms
in which His Excellency the Ambassador has proposed this toast
to me, and for the evident lack of repugnance with which you have
supported it.

It is a great'moment in the history of the world, and it may be that
events will occur in the next few months which will show us whether
we are soon to be relieved of the curse which has been laid upon us'
by the Germans. Whether it be this year or next, the British and
American peoples will never falter or withdraw their hands from the
task which they have undertaken. Together with our other Allies
we shall go on to the -end, and the end will be the more terrible for our
foes the longer their struggle continues and the longer this war is
protracted.

It is a very important thing that there should be gathered around
this table, thanks to-His Excellency, representatives of that famous
Conference in Rio de" Janeiro in January, 1942, where Latin America
associated itself with the United States in their stand against the Axis.
I am glad to see here the Ambassadors of the United States and/Brazil,
whose countries played leading roles at the Conference. Your
Excellency's Foreign Minister was also there, and the general opinion
is that the Conference was swayed by the speech of Senor Ezequiel
Padilla, Foreign Minister of Mexico, who carried away/the honours by
his statements.

Time has passed, and after the initial attack launched by an enemy,
after a long scheme of rearmament and of aggressive plans with well-
prepared armies, and the natural suffering at the outset, we have
moved/on from that to a band of brother States all over the globe, all
gathered against this enemy and showing that peaceful peoples, if
they have time, can, with their industries and their heart, produce all
the weapons and equipmenffof war necessary for this fight. Here we
are now, free peoples who Have shown to the world that they can put
into the field men well trained and equipped with all the necessary
weapons of war,

It gives great/pleasure to me and to my colleagues to be here at
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